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SUBJECT: STALEMATE CONTINUES 

1 . DURING THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS, THERE HAVE BEEN NO MAJOR 
CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PAKISTAN 
NATIONAL ALLIANCE, AND BOTH SIDES CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE 
TACTICS THEY HAVE BEEN USING FOR THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS. 

THE PNA CALLS FOR CONTINUING DEMONSTRATIONS, AND THE PM 
STRIVES FOR AN APPEARANCE OF A RETURN TO NORMALCY. THE 
NEXT POSSIBLE FLASHPOINTS ARE APRIL SIX AND NINE WHEN THE 
FRONTIER AND PUNJAB ASSEMBLIES OPEN. THE OPPOSITION HAS 
CALLED FOR "THE BIGGEST POSSIBLE" DEMONSTRATIONS ON BOTH 
DAYS. 

2. THE LEVEL OF PROCESSIONS APPARENTLY REMAINED FAIRLY CONSTANT 
OVER THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS WITH PNA SUPPORTED MARCHES IN A 
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NUMBER OF CITIES AND TOWNS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. THE PNA 
CONTINUES TO ENCOURAGE AFFINITY GROUP MARCHES AND WOMEN, 
LAWYERS, AND JOURNALISTS HAD PROCESSIONS IN VARIOUS CITIES 
THIS PAST WEEKEND. 

3. THE PNA HAS REAFFIRMED ITS POLICY OF CONFRONTATION WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER. IN A RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE END OF A 
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TWO-DAY PNA MEETING IN LAHORE ON APRIL THIRD, THE OPPOSITION 
CALLED FOR LARGE DEMONSTRATIONS IN PESHAWAR ON APRIL 6 AND 
LAHORE ON APRIL 9 TO PROTEST THE CONVENING OF THE TWO 
"FRAUDULENT ASSEMBLIES." THE RESOLUTION ALSO URGED THE PEOPLE, 

IN A GANDHIAN TACTIC NOT USED BEFORE IN PAKISTAN, TO ENFORCE 
A COMPLETE SOCIAL BOYCOTT OF ALL NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL 
ASSEMBLY MEMBERS ELECTED ON THE PPP TICKET. THE PNA CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE ALSO CONDEMNED POLICE VIOLENCE AND CLAIMED THAT IN 
SIND OVER A HUNDRED PERSONS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN POLICE AND 
FEDERAL SECURITY FORCE ACTIONS AND 1500 INJURED. ACTING PNA 
CHIEF NAWABZADA NASRULLAH KHAN IN A PRESS CONFERENCE STATED 
THAT THE PNA WILL CONTINUE ITS STRUGGLE AND WOULD NOT STOP 
UNTIL NEW ELECTIONS FOR THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WERE HELD. HE 
REITERATED THE PNA REFUSAL TO SIT DOWN AND TALK WITH THE PM 
IF BHUTTO DID NOT MEET THIS DEMAND. 

4. IN A PRESS CONFERENCE WHICH RECEIVED PROMINENT COVERAGE IN 
ALL THE GOVERNMENT OWNED NEWSPAPERS ON APRIL 4, FORMER PNA 
SECRETARY GENERAL BAJWA (WHO HAD BEEN EXPELLED FROM THE PNA 
FOR HAVING AN UNAUTHORIZED MEETING WITH BHUTTO) SUGGESTED A 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT BE FORMED, WITH BHUTTO AS PM, WHICH WOULD 
ARRANGE FOR NEW NATIONAL ELECTIONS. CONGEN KARACHI REPORTS 
INTESNE SPECULATION IN JOURNALISTIC CIRCLES THAT THE STORY 

WAS CARRIED ON GOVERNMENT ORDERS AS AN INITIATIVE BY BHUTTO 
SO HE CAN MAKE A GRACEFUL EXIT FROM GOVERNMENT. SUCH A MOVE 
IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE PM'S CHARACTER, HOWEVER, AND WE 
BELIEVE IT IS MORE LIKELY THE STORY WAS HIGHLIGHTED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT TO FEED DISSENSION IN PNA RANKS. 
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5. IN A DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY BE OMINOUS FOR THE GOVERNMENT, 

THE STUDENTS' ACTION COMMITTEE IN THE FRONTIER PASSED A 
RESOLUTION DEMANDING THAT SCHOOLS (CLOSED SINCE BEFORE 
ELECTIONS) BE REOPENED. IF THEY ARE NOT. THE COMMITTEE SAID IT 
WILL BEGIN TAKING OUT ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS BEGINNING 
APRIL 6 - COINCIDENT WITH THE OPENING OF THE FRONTIER ASSEMBLY 
AND THE PNA-SPONSORED DEMONSTRATIONS PROJECTED FOR THAT DAY. 
BOTH STUDENTS AND LABOR HAVE BEEN QUIESCENT SO FAR AND HAVE 
NOT PLAYED A ROLE IN THE GOVERNMENT/OPPOSITION CONFRONTATION 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE THEY PLAYED IN 1968 WHEN THEY WERE INSTRU- 
MENTAL IN AYUB'S OVERTHROW. 
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6. THE PRIME MINISTER IS TOURING THE COUNTRY, MEETING WITH 
VARIOUS GROUPS AND ATTEMPTING TO REASSURE THE NATION HE IS 
BEING REASONABLE IN HIS WILLINGNESS TO MEET THE OPPOSITION. 

AT THE SAME TIME, HE EMPHASIZES HE WILL DEAL FIRMLY WITH 
OPPOSITIONISTS WHO BREAK THE LAW. BHUTTO HELD OUT YET ANOTHER 
OLIVE BRANCH TO THE OPPOSITION DURING A MEETING WITH INDUSTRI- 
ALISTS IN KARACHI ON APRIL FIRST. HE SAID HE WOULD CONSIDER 
ENDING THE EMERGENCY, REPEALING DEFENSE OF PAKISTAN RULES AND 
RELEASING POLITICAL DETENUS IF THE OPPOSITION AGREED TO DISCUSS 
THEIR DIFFERENCES WITH HIM. THIS HAS BEEN THE PM'S MOST FORTH- 
COMING OFFER SO FAR; FORMERLY HE SAID HE WOULD CONSIDER 
LIFTING THE EMERGENCY ONLY IF THE PNA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
MEMBERS-ELECT TOOK THEIR SEATS IN THE ASSEMBLY. ALTHOUGH THE 
PM PROBABLY MADE THIS LATEST OFFER IN PART TO SHOW HE IS A 
REASONABLE PERSON LOOKING FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL AND PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO DISAGREEMENTS WITH THE PNA, THE RISK IS THAT MANY IN 
THE OPPOSITION MAY SEE HIS LATEST OFFER AS FURTHER PROOF HIS 
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POSITION IS WEAKENDING. THE OFFER MAY CONSEQUENTLY ACT ONLY 
TO FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE PNA'S RESOLVE NOT TO TALK WITH 
BHUTTO. 

7. THE PM WENT TO QUETTA APRIL THIRD WHERE HE REMAINS TWO 
DAYS; ON APRIL 7 HE TRAVELS TO LAHORE. HIS TRAVELS HAVE 
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BEEN BILLED AS "MEET THE PEOPLE" TRIPS, HE HAS BEGUN TO DRIVE 
IN OPEN JEEPS THROUGH THE CITIES HE IS VISITING TO SHOW HE IS 
A "MAN OF THE PEOPLE." HE HAS ALSO RETURNED TO HIS FORMER 
PRACTICE OF MEETING MILITARY LEADERS IN THE CITIES HE VISITS 
AND WAS HOSTED AT DINNER IN KARACHI BY THE CORPS COMMANDER. 
BHUTTO'S ABILITY TO GALVANIZE CROWDS AND HIS CHARISMA ARE NO 
LONGER AS POWERFUL AS IN 1970, BUT THEY CANNOT BE IGNORED. 

HE UNDOUBTEDLY HOPES TO STRENGTHEN HIS PUBLIC SUPPORT THROUGH 
PERSONAL APPEARANCES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY DURING THE NEXT 
SEVERAL WEEKS. HE IS ALSO ATTEMPTING TO REFURBISH THE PPP'S 
IMAGE BY CALLING ON THE PARTY TO BECOME CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE, 

BY MEETING PARTY WORKERS AT EACH OF HIS STOPS, AND BY APPOINTING 
A GENERALLY ATTRACTIVE CABINET (SEE SEPTEL). 

BYROADE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 05-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ISLAMA03245 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 17-1261 
Format: TEL 
From: ISLAMABAD 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770488/aaaacyjd.tel 

Line Count: 184 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8d25efa9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2896660 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STALEMATE CONTINUES 
TAGS: PINT, PK, PNA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8d25efa9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



